Writer’s Workbench

For Networked Writing Labs
and Stand-Alone Computers

Better Student Writers
through Instructional Computer Feedback
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instructional feedback directly to writers as they write
. . ” . . ® The Temnes
and revise their compositions in Microsoft® Word. The Tempest
Willizm Shakespeare's play. the TEMPEST, makes an attempt to eavelop the
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. ). . . himself cremtes another art work within the play and even another small play within
compositions are error-free before turning them in. his own. I is possible to consider Propsero s a sortof Wizard of Oz who
sifuations and observes resulfs. If this is true, then one can consider the
1] . .. . spero’s own artifact and thus trace his development as an artist in the
m:‘ If WWB ﬁnds CITOorS 1n the Students’ COmpOSlthnS’ lt o of the play tself. in thus light, vou can see t]hc thesis of the paper emerge
. . £ . the TEMPEST is a sont of synibesis or descriptive definition of the creative process or
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manner that teaches them how to avoid future errors.

@  Students click the W fnasisPreans 1ytton to get this menu, TEr) Writer's Workbench 8.3
which asks students what feedback they would like to - ““a'”is P“’g“‘ms
receive about their composition. Then, they click on the o |
button for the desired program set to run the analyses. gz =

@  Writer's Workbench groups and positions-analyses in
order from Content to Punctuation, including Style
Characteristics, Verbs, Clarity, and Words. The
Assessment Scores guides writers to other analyses that
will help improve their compositions.

@ A few seconds after a student clicks on the button to

initiate the program, an analysis appears in the screen to e al
the right of the student's composition providing feedback s :
and suggestions on how to revise his or her composition. Dok <

@  Students go back-and-forth between the analysis and CUMP‘O:”"T“I’N e

their compositions as they interpret feedback provided
by Writer’s Workbench and revise their compositions.

@ STEPS exercises describe the information provided in we edurtiends {1 e T L
. . . town of Gettyshamg, P
analyses and, in a two-column presentation, provide th waddle of e i

instruction in the left column and activities / exercises in it A e

the right column. These instructional programs prepare
the student to identify whether or not revisions are
needed and enable the student to make revisions.
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“For the best educational software that we could find,

see Writer’s Workbench” ... Top Ten Reviews Rt m— I




