Writer’s Workbench Assessment
Grades Manual

Writer’s Workbench now offers a unique tool to help track writing improvement. The Writer’s Workbench
Assessment Grades Program allows teachers to assign numerical grades using the statistics that Writer’s
Workbench can track. This program is customizable to allow for maximum usability. This manual will teach you,
the teacher, how to customize and use this powerful tool to save you time and give you feedback on your
student’s papers so you can help the students learn where their weaknesses are.
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2. After setting the tracking file setting, you will need to generate the tracking files. This is done by
opening the student’s paper, and running the Assessment Scores module. Every statistic will be
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3. After the tracking file has been generated, it is time to set the grading module to your specifications.
This menu can appear daunting but once mastered, you will be able to obtain customizable numeric
scores for your student’s papers.
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receive the maximum grade, which we

will discuss setting soon. The “Low Score” is the maximum number of sentences for receiving a
zero. The default for this is 0 sentences. There is a linear scale between these two numbers,
rounded to the nearest integer. For example, if a student wrote 19 sentences, they would
receive 3/5 points under the default settings. The final column, “Max Grade” is the maximum
number of points allowed. This number along with the student grade gets tallied throughout
the grading process to give a final total grade.

b. This is the process for setting up all of the optional grades with the RED arrows. The BLUE
arrows are similar, but work in a reverse fashion. For example, we will look at the “% Diction
Alerts” row. The default “High Score” is 10%, the default “Low Score” is 50%. What this means
is that any score lower than 10% will score the maximum number of points, and any score
higher than 50% will score 0 points. The “Max Grade” column works the same as it does in the
rows with RED arrows.

c. The final row is unique from all others in that the maximum score is obtained by achieving the
mean of the “High Score” and “Low Score.” For example, the default settings for these boxes
are 70% and 40% respectively. This means that the maximum obtainable grade is achieved
when there is a focus score of 45%, and as the score gets higher or lower the amount of points
allotted diminish.

This menu is where the “power” of this program lies. It will take time for you to customize this
menu to your specifications. Starting small will help you understand the way this menu works.
Once the menu has been set, you are ready to view the tracking files and grades.
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column, and the number of points the student has been awarded. These are the default settings;
remember to change the settings to fit your needs.

After running the Assessment Grades Module, return to step 1 and change your settings to adapt to
what specific statistics deserve what weight, which is determined by the “Max Grade” column, and
experiment with the High Scores and Low Scores settings to produce accurate and acceptable scores for
your students’ compositions.



